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The Author living at a great Diſtance from London, and being therefore 
unable humſelf to correct the Preſs, 48 the Reader to pardon the fol- 


Towing Errors. 
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Jou 1. 14. | 


And the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 


Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of Grace 
and Truth. TD ( 


\HIS Evangeliſt, who long outlived the reſt of the Apoſtles, lived to 

ſee a Generation of Men ariſe, ſtill retaining the Name of Chriſtians, 

of more knowing and enlightened Chriſtians, but denying the Lord 
that bought them , denying him to be % their Lord, as to be God over all, 
,, ne ens. „ 
Therefore is St. John more large and expreſs than thoſe who writ before, in 
aſſerting the Truth of his divine Nature. 1 
And it is but too viſible how far this Infidel Generation has of late revived, 
and prevailed among us! who, like thoſe of old, vainly puffed up with high 
Conceits of their own Knowledge, by an empty Pomp of Learning, to raiſe 
themſelves, have made it their Buſineſs to degrade their Lord; and to prove 


him no other than the Virgin's, if not the Carpenters Son. 


P &, # o- 


* 


Wherefore, the better to guard againſt the deceitful Reaſonings of this Sort 
of Men, and that while we remember our, Lord as becoming Man, we may 
not forget him to be God; I ſhall, in my further Conſideration of theſe 
Words of St. Jobn, endeavour to define, 5 5 
Firſt, The Perſon ſpoken of, The Word; and what it is that is here affirmed 
of him, That he was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us. | 

Secondly, The Manner of his Appearance, and dwelling here : His Diſciples 
Bobeld his Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father. And, 

Thirdly, The Benefits he brought with him, as he is ſaid to be full of Grace 
and Truth. „ 5 1 
PFirſt, for the Perſon, and what it is that is affirm'd of him. That it is no 

other than our Bleſſed Lord, who is expreſſed by The Word, whatever that Title 
may import, is ſo exceeding plain, both from what goes before, and after, that 
it ſcarce needs remarking; for that it is He undoubtedly who is be only begotten 
of the Father ». It is He of whom Jobn the Baptiſt came for a Witneſs ; and 
but three Verſes after the Text, he is expreſly named Jeſus Chriſt. 

But what it is that is ſignified by his being The Word, is not altogether fo 
plain from the Text itſelf, which is deſigned rather to affirm ſomewhat elſe of 
him as the Word, than barely that he was the Word: Thus much, however, 
is evident from hence, that The Word, whatever be meant by it, is ſomething. 
that had a real Being before it was made Fleſh, for of nothing can nothing be 


affirmed. 


* John i. 7, and 15, 
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For a more clear and explicit Account of The Word, we need look no farther 


than the Beginning of this Chapter, where St. John, as firſt uſing the Term, is 


particularly careful to acquaint us with the Notion he affixes to it, tho" it is what 
the Learned have ſhewn, not only Chriſtians and Jetos, but even Heathens tod 
have been before that Time not wholly unacquainted with. * 


Having affirmed, that in the Begiming was The Word, he adds both vwber 


that Word was, and what it was, and how he meant it to be in the Beginning. 
And tbe Word, ſayshe, was with God, partak ing of the ſame Glory and Bleſſed- 
neſs with the Father, and Fountain of the Deity: So Jeſus alſo evidently de- 
clares of himſelf in his Prayer to God, at the Approach of his Sufferings: And 


now, O Pather, glorify me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory which I had with 


Thee before the World was. : 1 oe 
. he Evangeliſt here gots on to ſniew, that he was /o with God, ſo equal in 
Glory and Majeſty to him, as to b God ; and the Word was God. 

Can Words then expreſs a Thing more plainly, than that the Word; or Jeſus 
Chriſt is very God? We read indeed in the Old Teſtament of Kings being called: 
Gods, in reſpect of the Heighth and Dignity of their Office, and their Power 
derired immediately from Heaven; but this with manifeſt Diſtinction from 
their being any of them really a God. We read of ' Moſes being ſtead of God 
to Aaron, and a God to Pbarabb, and of Angels ſometimes; when delivering 
Meſſages in the Name of God, aſſuming the Title of God himſelf : But where 
is there Tuch another Expreffion as this, either in the Old Teſtament or the New? 
When is it directly affirmed of one ſingle Perſon, and that without any thing of 
particular Reference or Alluſion, that he was Cod? as it is here ſdid, The Word: 


And is it poſſible to imagine, that whereas the Goſpel was particularly de- 
figned to bring Men off from Idolatry, and the Worſnip of Dæmons; or dead 
Men, an Evangeliſt, or Goſpel- writer, but of common Senſe, not to ſay the 
infallible Spirit who over- ruled his Pen, ſhould give ſuch Countenance to that 
Idolatry, as to let ſuch an Expreſſion fall from him, and ſtand in the Front of 
his Writings, if our crucified Saviour were not alſo the Lord of Glory? 
Certainly, however the Men of Learning. and Leiſure might, by their nice 
Diſtin&ions; and elaborate Criticiſms, happily diſengage themſelves; ſo dan- 
gerous a Snare could never have been laid for the Poor and Illiterate, for whom 
the Goſpel was alſo writ, as well as to whom it was at firſt chiefly preached. 
The Apoſtle, however, further explains how he had ſaid, 75 Word was in 
the Beginning ; tho“ hat, one would think, might be ſuffleiently plain to any, 
that had once read the firſt of Genefis, where Moſes uſes the very ſame Expreſ- 
ſion 3 In tbe Beginning God created the Heaven and the Eurth; i. e. ſure in the 
Beginning of Things, before, as yet, any Thing was made, or before the World 
was: IK this Beginning, adds the Evangeliſt, was the Word with God; and if 
he was before any Thing was made, then was not he himſelf made: This he 
farther aſſiires us of, by laying, All Things were made by him, and withous him was 


not any Thing made, that was male. t 
Bot may it not be ſaid, this Making of all Things relates only to the Things 
of this viſible World, which, tho* granted to be made by the Word, yet might he 


* Toln XV. 5 


himſelf 5 
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himſelf have been Þ4fore nade? To obviate this, the Margin of our Bible refers 
us to another Text; where not only this, but that other Cavil of a moral Crea- 


tion is effectually refuted : * For by him, ſays St. Paul, who is the Image of the 


inviſible God, and Firſt- born of every Creature; i. e. as the Nicene Creed ſeems. 


to expreſs the Senſe of this Place, Begotten of his Father before all Worlds; or, 
as others will have it, in alluſion to the Right of the Firſt- born, who is the 
Lord and Heir of all Things : By him were all Things created that are in Heaven, 
and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible ; whether they be Thrones or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers, all Things were created by bim, and for him: Which 
laſt Expreſſion no leſs effectually cuts off that other Evaſion, of his being only 
God's Agent or Inſtrument in the Creation; foraſmuch as all Things were not on- 
ly made by him as the Cauſe, but for him as the End of their Creation, — 
And the wiſe Man hath told us, That the Lord hath made all Things for himſelf ; 
as the Author to the Hebrews doth, || that he who built all Things is God. 
Whether, then, we will allow any Reference to this perſonal Word, or no, in 
that Account Moſes gives of the Creation, where he ſo often repeats, God ſaid, 
let it be ſo; or in that of the Pſalmiſt, By the Word of the Lord were the Hea- 
vens made; and of the Apoſtle, By the Word of the Lord were the Heavens of old; 
and other like Paſſages of Scripture? Thus much, I think, is certain, if Words 
can make us certain of any thing; That One perſonally diſtinguiſhed by the 
Title of The Vora, did make the World; That he who made the World could 
be no other than God. and that he who is called The Word, and that made the 
World, and conſequently is God, is no other than he, who, as Man, is called 
alſo Jeſus Chriſt, Ir ety 
This Diſtinction of Names, or Titles, we may obſerve the Apoſtle plainly to 
make with reſpect to the different Natures of our Saviour; for when he had 
once acquainted- us with the Word being made Fleſh, and proceeds to give us an 
Account of what he did in the Fleſh ; he ever after drops that Title, and through- 
out his Goſpel calls him only Jeſus, or Chriſt : Tho” when he comes to ſpeak of 


him. again in his Revelations, as after his Aſcenſion, and to reprefent him as 


Leader of the Armies of Heaven, as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords: He 
reſumes that Title, and tells us expreſly his Name is called 8 The Word of God: 
Nor does there ſeem to be wanting a ſubſtantial Reaſon why we may conceive 


the Son of God, the ſecond Perſon of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, to have been 


particularly diſtinguiſhed by this Title : As he made the World, and was pro- 
perly the Life ; gave to all Life and Breath, and all Things: So the Evangeliſt 
alſo expreſly terms him, The Light of Men ; and this he was, not only as he ori- 
ginally endowed them with that Light of Reaſon which enlightens every Man that 
cometh into the World, but more eſpecially as it was he who all along made Reve- 


lations of the divine Nature and Will to Men: He was, as it is thought, that 


Angel of the Covenant under the Law; and it is moſt undoubted, he was 
the immediate Author of the Goſpel Diſpenſation; and is the Head over all Things 
10 the Church; of whom the Apoſtle gives this convincing Teſtimony, 


* 11 16. + Prov. xvi, 4. | Heb. iii. 4. { Rev, xix. 13. 


(4) 
* No Man bath ſeen God at any Time; the only begotten Son which is in the Boſom 
of the Father, be hath declared him: And we know that the Holy Ghoſt, who 
after our Lord's Aſcenſion, was to teach the Apoſtles all Things, and preſide 
in the Church on Earth, was Þ 10 receive of his, and fhew it unto them. 85 
But whether this be admitted as a Reaſon of the Appellation or no, that the 
Son was immediate Author of the Reveal'd Word; that the Knowledge Men 
had of the divine Nature and Will, was in a peculiar Manner owing to Him, as 
it is by no Means neceſſary, if it may be poſſible for us to aſſign the true Reaſon; 
yet will the former Reaſoning be equally certain, that The Word, the Perſon 
ſpoken of in the Text, was God This is a Truth that might be made out 
of our Bleſſed Lord, the Man Chrift Jeſus, by many other infallible Proofs; 
but it is more than Time I proceed to conſider DDE OY TREE NO 95 
What it is that is directly affirmed of he Word, That he was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us. PAGAN A © . 
That he who was the Son of God, and did at firſt make Man, himſelf vouch- 
ſafed to be made Man: For by an uſual Figure, and one that is very well known 
in Scripture, in this particular Inſtance, Part of the Nature of Man, Fleſb, is 
put for the Whole; and it is as much as to ſay, That that eternal Word took 
upon him the human Nature. : | I 
But the better to ſet forth the extreme Condeſcenſion of our Bleſſed Lord, his 
Fleſp, the inferior Part of our Nature is only mentioned. He had condeſcend- 
ed greatly, had he taken upon him the Nature of Angels, and more, if he had 
taken upon him only the ſpiritual and immortal Soul of Man, but to take up- 
on him our Fleſh, whereby, to become capable of dying for our Redemption, 
was ſuch an amazing Selt-abaſement in the Godhead, as we can never ſufficiently 
admire and adorme. | I SHE 
Indeed our Fleſb is not only the lower, but much the worſt Part of ourſelves ; 
in which dwelleth no good Thing, but an Oppoſition to our beſt Deſires, and it is 
found by woful Experience to be guilty of numberleſs Prevarications, even in the 
very beſt of Men: But we are not therefore to ſuppoſe our Bleſſed Saviour took 
upon him theſe Corruptions of the Fleſh ; tho* in all Things, as the Author to 
the Hebrews tells us, in all other Things, it beboved him to be made like unto his 
Brethren : Tho' be was tempted in all Points like as we are, yet was there always 
this Exception, without Siu. = VV 
He took upon him ſuch pure and undefiled Fleſb as Adam's was, when he 
firſt came out of his Creator's Hands, without the leaſt Tincture of /inful Cor- 
ruption. To this End was he born, as our Evangeliſt tells us, of ſuch as he pri- 
vileges 10 become the Sons of God; not of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will 
of Man, but of God; conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and brought forth by a till, 
pure, and untouched Virgin: So runs the Meſſage to that bleſſed above Women, § 
The Holy Ghoſt Hall come upon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 


zvee, therefore alſo, that boly Thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
Son of God. 75 | 1 f 


2 » John . 18. + Job. xvi. 4. In i. 13. 5 Luke i. 35. 


Thus 


139 

Thus was the Word made Fleſp; and being ſo, he dwelt among us, tabernacled, 
or pitched his Tabernacle, the original Word properly ſignifies, took up his 
Abode for ſome Time; for upwards of thirty two Years at leaſt, upon this 
Earth. | 

As he had from the Fall of Man undertaken the Work of our Redemption, 
it is not improbable, but in the foregoing Ages of the World he might ſometimes 
aſſume a bodily Appearance, as we often read of Angels delivering their Meſ- 
ſages from God in the Shape of Men, but this was occa/fonally only, and with- 
out being ever vitally united to a Body. Now in theſe laſt Ages, wwhen the 
Fullneſs of Time was come, did God ſend forth his Son actually made of a Woman : 
He came into the World cloathed with a real Body of human Fleſh, born of the 
Virgin Mary; paſt through the ſeveral Stages of Life; in Infancy was wrapt up 
in ſwadling Cloaths, underwent the Infirmities of Childhood; the ſame com- 
_— 8 and Affect ons of other Men; and at laſt the moſt public Sufferings 
of Death. 

And that not his Body only was human, but that however vitally united to the 
infinite Perfections of the Godhead, he had alſo a truly human Soul, St. Luke 
infallibly aſſures us, when acquainting us with the gradual Encreaſe, as well of 
the Perfections of his Mind as Body; * Jeſus, ſays he, encreaſed in Wiſdom and 
Stature, and in Favour with God and Man. The mean and private Life he led 
before his Baptiſm, the Perſecutions and Sufferings, and at laſt diſgraceful Death 
he afterwards ſubmitted to, did ſo confirm the Reality of his human Nature, 
that the World took little Notice of the divine; but his Diſciples who beheld his 
Glory, at leaſt as afterwards taught to underſtand the Things that they had heard 
and ſeen, had Evidence ſufficient to confirm them in the Truth of Hat alſo : 
Wherefore, as we have received of hem both by plain and expreſs Scripture, and 
by the conſtant Tradition of the Church in all Ages, Ve do now believe and confeſs, 
«© that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is God and Man: God of the Sub- 
* ſtance of the Father, begotten before the World; and Man of the Subſtance. 
* of his Mother, born in the World; perfect God and perfect Man, of a rea- 
„ ſonable Soul, and human Fleſh ſubſiſting.” : 

But how this Glory of the Word Incarnate appear'd to his Diſciples in the Man- 
ner of his dwelling here, to be the Glory, as of the rue only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, is what I propoſed to make out. And we beheld his Glory, the Glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father. | | | 

By the only begotten of the Father, J underſtand the true, proper, and eſſen- 
tial Son of God, of the ſame Nature with him, as I have already ſhewn The 
Mord to bæ; nor does this Phraſe imply any leſs, but that he had the divine 
Nature by Communication from he Father, the Head and Fountain of the 
D:ity ; tho” this without beginning of Being, for otherwiſe he were not God; 
from all Eternity one with him; God of God; and that as none other is; for 
tho? the Holy Ghoſt be alſo God of God, yet is he never ſaid in Scripture to be 
begotten of God, but in a different Manner to proceed from him; both from the 


* Luke n. 2. 


c Fa 


| (6) 
Father, ang from the Son This being premiſed, I proceed to ſhew how, 
not withſtanding he appeared in the Form of a Servant, as one of the meaneſt 
of Men, the Glory of the Divinity, yet ſhone forth in the Word Incarnate. 

And that which we may ſuppoſe his Apoſtles, in the firſt. Place, to have be- 
held, was the Glory of his divine Works, his Miracles; whereby it appeared 
plainly, that he held all created Nature in his Hand; that he had no leſs than 
the infinite Power of the Creator and Governor of the World at Command.— 

This our Evangeliſt expreſly tells us in the next Chapter, upon that firſt Mi- 
racle whieh he wrought in Cana of Gallilee, the turning Water into Wine; * That 
he thereby manifefted forth bis Glory, and his Diſciples believed on him, 
low apparently viſible then mult be bis Glory Ho ſtrongly convincing the 
Evidence, from that conſtant Series, and vaſt Variety of Miracles he afterwards 
wrought throughout the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry ! From his giving Feet to 
the Lame, Eyes to the Blind; healing every Sickneſs, and every Diſeaſe, however 
_ otherwiſe incurable, by his all-powerfull Word, 

From his commanding not only Winds and Waves, but the yet more boiſte- 
rous Ragings of Devils too: And, which does above all other, evidence a di- 
vine Power, from his railing, in repeated Inſtances, the Dead to Life. So that 
even the Multitudes could ſay, + When Chriſt cometh, will be do more Miracles 
than thoſe which this Man doth ? 

Nor did he only do among them the Works that no Man ever did, Miracles 
more, and greater than thoſe of Me/es, and all the Prophets put together; but 
he did them after a Manner too plainly ſuperior to that in which theirs were 
wrought ; not by particular Application to Heaven upon every particular Emer- 

gency, but by a Power always preſent, and reſiding in Himſelf: This the Wo- 
man labouring under an incurable Bloody-flux ſeemed to evidence her Belief of, 
when, without any previous Addreſs, ſeeking a Cure by the Touch of bis Gar- 
ment. And when looking up to his Father in the raiſing of Lazarus, that 
peculiarly divine Work, he himſelf gives them to underſtand, that it was not 
for Want of any freſh Aſſiſtance, but || becauſe of the People which ſtood by, that 
they might believe the Father bad ſent bim. Add to this the ſame Powers com- 
municated by him to his Diſciples ; That not only Diſeaſes, but Devils too, 
ſhould be made ſabject to them; and this alone might have been ſufficient to ſhew 
him the Brightneſs of his Father*s Glory. PO 

But they wanted not other no leſs ſenſible Evidences of it; St. John particu- 
larly, who was one of thoſe his three ſelect Companions, and Eye-Witneſſes of 
his Majeſty at his Transfiguration ; when, as St. Peter, another of them, tells 
us, & He received from God the Father Honour and Glory; when there came fuch a 
Voice to bim from the excellent Glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed. His Enemies too, in that their Hour, and the Power of Darkneſs, when 
coming with an armed Multicude to apprehend him, might have been convinced 
of his being more than human; as they were all, at the bare Look of him, in- 
ſtantly ſtruck to the Ground, 


Nay, even in the very Article of Death, did the Rays of his Glory ſhine 


* John ii. 11. + Jeu vii. 31. || John xi. 42. $ 2 Pet. i. 16, 17. 
= through 


I 


(23.4 


through the Cr own of Thorns ; ſuch were the Evidences of a divine Power at- 
teſting to him; in the rending of the Rocks, opening the Graves, Sc. that che 


Heathen Centurion cries out, Truly this was the Son of God. 

But however manife/t his Glory was in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, and what- 
ever Notion his Diſciples might have entertained of his being the Son of God 
before (which, it mult begranted, they don't ſeem then to have underſtood in 
a ſtrict and proper Senſe) At the Time of his Suffcrings and Death, they 
thought no more of the great Things that he had done; all their Hops of a 
triumphant Saviour were buried with him; and however they might a terward, 


ſome of them, deſign Reſpect to the Man, they could never have had ſuch a | 


Thought as to embalm he God, 


It was not yet long, the Sun of Righteonſneſs ſuffered this Eclipſe ; with greater 


Luſtre than ever did he ſoon break forth from under the Shade of Death: Scarce 
had little more than thirty Hours Continuance in the Grave ſhewn him truly 


Man, when, by his Rr ſurrection from the Dead, * be was declared the Son of 
God with Power, 


4 


A Demonſtration ſo powerful and convincing was this, that the TH MG Infidel 


Apoſtle, upon the Sight and Feeling of his picrced Hands and Side, immedi- 
ately cries out, My Lord and my God! acknowledges him to be no leſs than a 
God Omnipotent, that could ſo break through the Gates of Death and Hell. 

Neither was this the laſt Evidence their Senſes had of his being the only be- 
gotten of the Father; they afterwards beheld him in a viſible Manner received up 
into Glory. They beheld the wonderful Effects of his Aſcenſion, whieh, as 
St. Peter tells the Fews, upon the viſible Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, under the 
Appearance of fiery Tongues, I He being by the right Hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, hath ſhed forth this 


which ye do now ſee and bear. 


Thus did the Apoltles, notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of his outward Appear- 


ance, and the obſcure Manner of his dwelling here, behold the Glory of the Word 
Incarnate, to be the Glory of the only begotten of the Father, 1 

I am now to repreſent the Benefits the Word Incarnate brought into the World 
with him, as he is /aid to be full of Grace and Truth. — This ſeems to be ſpoken 
in Oppoſition to the Law of Moſes ; The Law was given by Moles, but Grace and 
Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. e | 

It is not to beimagined, that there was no ſuch Thing as Truth in the World 
before Chriſt came; or that the Jeiſh Religion, inſtituted by God himſelf, was 
not tbe true Religion; fo far from that, that as there never is, or can be but one 
true Religion; lo is that Religion always ſubſtantially one and ihe ſame: They 
vere under Obligation to the /ame moral Duties that we are; were Partakers, in 
ſome meaſure, of the /ame Grace, and vill undoubtedly be ſav'd by the ſame 
common Reteemer. = . 

This Religion indeed may be, and has been, externally different in different 
Ages of the W orld, Ibeir Sacraments forcſhewing chicfly what was yet to 


Fon. i. 4. + A, ii. 33. 
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(8) 
eome to paſs; and ours, being Memorials of what is already accompliſhed : 
Their Church conſiſting chiefly of one particular Nation, and ours alike extend- 
ing to all the Nations of the World Their Religion but as the Crepuſcu— 
lum, or Dawn of Day to Men, before benighted in Pagan Blindneſs, and Ido- 
latry ; ours as the Noon-day Brightneſs: But till is it the /ame Sun that has 
given, and gives Light to both, however different the Degrees ; according to 
that of the Author to the Hebrews, Chriſt the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever. 

The Jewiſh Religion, therefore, was no leſs !rue in itſelf, ſo far as it went, 
than ours; but its Truth in great meaſure depended upon this ſubſequent Diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel: As to its Promiſes and Predictions, nothing can be 
plainer than that the Truth of them muſt depend upon their receiving a juſt 
Accompliſhment : Thus the Promiſe, that the Seed of the Woman ſhould break 
the Serpent's Head, muſt wait its Completion, till, in the Fullneſs of Time, God 
fend forth his Son made of a Woman: Thus the Prophecy of dying Jacob, that 
the Scepter ſhould not depart from Judah until Shiloh come, muſt prove itſelf 
true, in our Lord Chriſt ſpringing trom that Tribe, before the final Deſtruction 
of the Fewiſh Polity and Government. es 
Ihe ſame may be ſaid of the Types, or Figures and Ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh Law: They were true Reſemblances, and of preſent Uſe to diſtinguiſh: 
the peculiar People of God from other Nations; but as Reſemblances their 
Truth mult be evidenced by Agreement with the Thing they were deſigned 
to repreſent; and the Appearance of he Shadow, as it was owing to the diſtant Sub- 
ſtance, being no more than Shadow, tho? truly ſuch ; when that fully appears, 
of courſe muſt vaniſh : Thus did the Sacrifices of Bulls and Goats obtain their 
final End, in that full, perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction, 
The Offering of the Body of Chriſt once for all: Thus does Circumciſion give place 
to the more expreſs Precepts of inward Purity, and God's granting to the Gen- 
tiles alſo Repentance unto Life. | 

Then for the moral Precepts of the Moſaic Law, tho” they indeed are of eter- 
nal Obligation, and unchangrably 7he ſame, yet may our bleſſed Lord be not 
improperly ſaid to have brought Truth to them alſo, by his vindicating them 
from the falſe Gloſſes and Miſinterpretations of Scribes and Phariſees, and the 
Corruptions of Jewiſh Tradition; by urging them upon Men afreſh with his 
divine Authority and Example; and by enforcing them with the expreſs Sanction 
of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments, Thus, therefore, did tbe Word In- 
carnate bring Truth into the World, or to the 7ewiſh Religion in its ſeveral 
Parts; as He was the Accompliſhment of its Promiſes and Prophecies ; the 
Archetype or original Pattern of its Types and Figures; the Subſtance of its. 
Shadows; and the Reſtorer of its moral Precepts to their juſt Senfe and Vigor. 

We are next to ſce how he brought allo Grace to Man. Tis true there 


never was but one Covenant of Grace; which God was pleaſed to admit Man- 
kind to, immcdiarely upon the Fall of our firſt Parents ; end by virtue of 
which alone, Adam, or any of his Poſterity, ever Have, or can be ſaued: But as 

FETs er | the 
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the Conditions of this have been at ſome times more clear and explicit ; the Pro- 


miles, and Aſſiſtances more exalted and engaging ; we find it in Scripture fre- 
quently ſtiled a New Covenant, and after a peculiar Manner Grace. 

For whereas the Letter of the Law runs thus————TÞis if a Man do, be ſhall 
/ive : ——— And, the Soul that finneth, it ſhall die: (not that we are to think no- 
thing leſs than an abſolule and unſinning Obedience would then render a Man ac- 
cepted; thergwas {till a Reſerve of Mercy even for the Soul, who becauſe of a 
Tranſgreſſion, might be ct off from its Peoplez) —— The Terms of the Covenant 
under the Goſpel are expreſs; * I will be merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs ; and 
their Iniquities will ] remember no more Our bleſſed Lord tells us of himſelf, 
that be came to call Sinners to Repentance: And the great Goſpel Invitation runs 


to the very chiefeſt of Sinners. — Thus did he bring Grace into the World; + as 


by him all that believe are juſtified from all Things, from which they could not be juſ- 
tified by the Law of Moles, as merely ſuch. 

This he did alſo as God gave not do him the Spirit by Meaſure, but in him dwelt 
all the Fullneſs of the Godhead ; ſo does he expreſly promiſe, and communicate 
larger Meaſures of his Grace and Spirit for enabling his Diſciples to perform a 
better Obedience: || / will put my Laws into their Mind, and write them upon 
their Hearts : This St. Paul makes a main End of Chriſt's coming; for what, 


ſays he &, the Law could not do in that it was weak through the Fleſh , God ſend- 


ing his own Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin, condemned Sin in the 
Fleſh, that the Righeouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not afier 
the Fleſh, but afler the Spirit. 

Thus, of his Fullne/s do we all receive, and Grace for Grace—Grace for the 
Pardon of our Sins; and Grace to enable us to do our Duty, according to the 
Meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt. . =p 

From the Glory of the Word Incarnate, that Glory which ſo evidently ſhewed 


him to be indeed he only begotten of the Father ; what ſhould we learn, St to 


honour the Son, even as we honour the Father. To acknowledge him not only for 
our Lord, but our God: To pay our Homage to him as God by Nature, not 


merely by Office; which is what, I believe, none but the refined Underitand - 


ing of a Socinian can have any Notion of; and whatever ſuch vain Men may ſug- 
geſt to the contrary, let vs rather join with the Angels, and triumphant Saints a= 
bove; whett our Evangeliſt repreſents them, afſcribing * Bleſſing, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Power, as well to the Lamb, which 1s the Title of the Word made 
Fleſh, as to him that ſitteih on the Throne for ever and ever. 


From this Dignity of the Perſon, the Mord made Fleſe, and undergoing more 


than the common Miſeries of Mortality for us ; we learn both to adore the ex- 


ceeding abundant Riches of the Mercy of God, and to revere his Juſtice, — 
That God ſhould ſo love the World, as to give his only begotten Son, that whoſcever- 


believeth in him might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life ; who can comprehend 


the Heighth and Depth of it | Certainly, could any Thing bear a Man out in. 
his Infidelity, it might be this | But God's Thoughts are nat as our Thoughts, nor 


bis Ways as our Mays. 1 


* Heb. Vii. 12. + Acts xiii, 38, || Heb. viii. 10. Kom. vill, 3, 4. * Rew. v. 13. 


For. 


C230} --. 

For who were theſe periſhing Creatures, ſo highly favoured, ſo wonderfully 
reſcued ? Were they not Men? Sinful and rebellious Men ! And was not their 
Deſtruction wholly of themſelves ? Why then ſhould God concern himſelf for 
their Recovery ? Gracious had been the Condeſcenſion, and infinite the Good- 
neſs of the Creator, to have admitted to Mercy his apoſtate Creatures, when 
moſt importunately ſeeking to him. But that God ſhould vouchſafe to ſeek 
after Man ; ſhould ſend his own only begotten Son, to make the firſt Advances 
to them; to ſollicit their Return: That the Son of God, himſelf alſo God, 
ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to cloath himſelf with the Rags of our Mortality, to dwell 
in one of theſe Houſes of Clay; that he might raiſe us up to the Manſions of 
Bliſs in Heaven : That he ſhould not only be born, and dwell here, but at laſt 
give up himſelf to the moſt bitter Death : This is ſomething altogether beyond, 
not Expreſſion only, but our very Imagination alſo. To love thoſe who love 
us is common; to love Enemies is the Advance of Chriſtian Charity; but /o 
to love Enemies as to die for them, to become capable of dying purely for their 
Sakes, is the peculiar Strain of divine Love: —And which, inſtead of ſetting 
forth the Greatneſs of, as we ought, we can only ſilently adore. 
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JoB xxvil. 5, 6. 
God forbid that I. ſhould juſtify you ! till T die, Twill not remove my In- 
tegrity from me. 


My Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go; my Heart ſhall not 


reproach me ſo long as I live. 


of his, as we find them in the Beginning of the Book ſtiled, his three Friends: 

Weak and undiſcerning certainly, however honeſt and well-meaning Friends ; 
who by a Miſtake too common among Men, judging of the Virtues and Good- 
neſs of others by their Fortunes; from their Friend's being ſtript of all Things 
elſe, would needs, each in their ſeveral Turns, ſtrip him of his Innocence t o; 
and tho? they knew no Ill by him, nay, tho? they knew that he had always main- 
tained the Character God gives him, of a perfect and an upright Man, one that fear- 
ed God, and eſchewed Evil; yet from what had befallen him, they could not but 


1 is the Declaration of afflicted Fob, in anſwer to thoſe miſerable Comforters 


take part with the Adverſary, Satan, that old Accuſer, and as they were no doubt 
prompted by him, charge him with Hypocriſy, and ſecret Impieties. 


A Trial this, as it was the laſt, ſo certainly the greateſt that ever the Patience 


of Job met with, and which required no leſs a Stock than his to carry him with 


any tolerable Temper through: For to thoſe who have any juſt Notions of Honour, 


and whoſe inſufferable Pride makes them not think themſelves altogether above 


the reſt of the World, and ſo regardleſs of what others ſay, or think of them; to 
thoſe who have ever known what a good Name is, nothing can ever be ſo dear 
and valuable; no Wounds ſo ſenſible, how lightly ſoever they may be dealt 


about by others, as thoſe: which affect them in that tendereſt Part : To ſuch, had 


they nothing elſe left, it would be no ſmall Comfort to have the good Opinion 
of others, to have them condole, if they did no more, the Hardneſs of their 


Caſe; but inſtead of moving Pity, to have their very Calamities turned to their 
Reproach, to have the ill Uſage of others made an Argument of their ill-de- 


ſerving, and the Uncommonneſs of their Sufferings only look*d upon as the Ef- 
fect of an uncommon Wickedneſs, who of us could bear it? Eſpecially to have 


ſuch Reflections, as theſe come from the Mouths of thoſe whom we thought our 


beſt Friends; how ſhocking muſt be the Trial! What an Edge muſt it give to 
every other Stroke of an adverſe Fortune 
Accordingly. we may obſerve this Pattern of Patience, tho' not ſo far pro- 


voked as to break forth into any Thing of ill Language; or reviling them again, 


which 


( 14 ) 
which moſt of us, in all likelihood, ſhould have been ; yet with no ſmall De. 
gree of Earneſtneſs, and a manifeſtly uncommon Concern replying to their 


Charge, God forbid that I ſhould juſtify you / that ever I ſhould make your Words 
good, by acknowledging myſelf guilty of what you have accuſed me, or doing 
any Thing like it for the future. No, that be far from; me, ill I die, I will not 


remove my Integrity from me; my Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go; 
my Hear! fall not reproach me ſo long as I live. 


Which Words, as I juſt now hinted, may be underſtood, either as a Decla- 
ra'ion of paſt Innocence, or a Reſolution for future Behaviour, or indeed both; 
the former ſeems chiefly to have been intended by Job, as we may gather from the 
Verſe before, My Lips ſpall not ſpeak Wickedneſs, ner my Tongue utter Deceit, in- 
timating, that fo it would be ſhould he own their Charge againft him true: Ac- 
cording to which Senſe we are to interpret removing his Integrity, as in Words re- 
nouncing or diſowning it; his Holding faſt, and not letting go his Righteouſneſs, as 
p:rbſting i in, and ſtanding ſtifty to the Aſſertion of his Innocence; and his Heart 
not reproaching him, as not giving in to their Calumnies, and to pleaſe them con- 
trary co he Convictions of his own Mind, proſeſſing himſelf an Hypocrite —— 
Bit waving all Relation to Job, and his uncharitable or undiſcerning Friends, I 
chuſe rather to conſider the Words as the zealous Reſolution of every good Man, 
whom we may imagine to ſay, whatever I may Hope to get, or whatever I may 
2 ar to loſe in this World. whatever Circumſtances I may be brought into, fill 
1 die, I will not remove my Integrity from me; my Righteouſneſs ] bold faſt, and will 
not let it go; my Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. 

And frft, I ſhall more particularly explain the Words, and ſhew: how far ſuch. 
a Reſolution may be praffipenic, or who it is that may be allowed to make it 


od. 


Secondly, Shew what is the Wiſdom and che Happineſs of making ind keep- 
ing to ſuch a Reſolution. 


And in the third and laſt Place offer ſome Conſiderations for making it ef- 
fe ctual. 
I uam fr to ſtate the Notion of this Faden, and ſhew how far it is prac- 
ticable; or who it is that may be allowed to make it good, by a more particular 
Explication of the Words of the Text. The former Clauſe, I will not remove 
my Integrity from me, ſeems to need little Enlargement; for Integrity every one 
knows to be but another Word ior Uprightneſs, or what we more commonly call 
Houcſty, dealing juſtly and fairly by every one; as by the removing this from us 
muſt be meant the turning aſide to Methods of F raud and Diſhoneſty, of Injury 
and Oppreſſion, or doing in any Reſpectan ill Thing: This is what the good Man 
will ſooner hazard his Life, or expoſe himſelf to certain Death, than knowingly: 


and willfi.]ly by any namen be drawn into, ill [ die I will not remove my In- 
legrily from me. 


And by this brief Deſcant upon the firſt Part of his Reſolution, we may be 
calily let into the Scale 1 alt Which, follows, My Righteouſneſs 1 a1 faſt, GE 


will. 


i 


6 


will nol let it go; which is indeed much the ſame Thing in other Words with: 
that which went before, unleſs taking the Word Righteouſneſs in that largeſt 


Senſe wherein it is, I think, moſt frequently uſed in Scripture, we underſtand 
by it not only the Integrity or Uprightnefs before deſcribe.) in our Intercourſe 
chiefly between Man and Man; but an univerſal Rectitude or Holineſs, doing 
virtuouſly in all Points, as well with reſpe& to God and ourſelves, as our Neigh- 
bour; conforming all our Actions and Bchaviour to that grand Rule of Right, 
the Will and Commands of God. 


This the good Man reſolves moſt conſtantly to aJhere to; the beiter to ſet forth 


the Firmneſs and Vigour of that Reſolution. the 'I ext, after the Manner of the 
Hibrews, expreſſes it both Ways, both affirmatively and negatively ; I hold faſt, 


or I will hold faſt, as a Man eagerly graſping ſomething he is very fond of, in 


his Hand or Arms; and as if that were not enough, he adds, and will not let 
it go; intimating probably, that as he would not lightly give up, and himſelf 
recede from that Reſolution, ſo nothing from without ſhould force him from it. 


A Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go. 


Nor is the remaining Clauſe of the Reſolution in the Text, however different 
in Sound, in Senſe much differing from the two foregoing, viz, My Heart ſhall 
not reproach me; for by Heart we are undoubtedly here, as frequently elſewhere, 


to underſtand the Mind or Conſcience, or whatever you will call that Principle 
in us, Which determines of the Good or Evil of our Actions. This is, as it were, 
God's Vicegerent in our Breaſts, to ſee that we keep cloſe to his Law in all we do: 
And when at any Time we knowingly and wilfully act otherwiſe, this is faid to. 
{mite, reproach, or condemn us, i. e. it charges us with Guilt, gives us to un- 
derftand, that we have baſely and fooliſhly incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty by the Breach of his Laws, and alarms us with Apprehenſions of en- 
ſuing Vengeance. 


But who, may it be ſaid, can be ſuppoſed from bis Days, as the Margin reads, 


or for all his Life · long, to be altogether free from the Reproaches of a felf-con- 
demning Breaſt! hat Man is he that doeth Good and ſinneth not? Nay more 


than that, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Eo can tell how oft be offendeth * 
Moſt undeniable it is, that in many Things we offend all, the very beſt of 
us; nay even Noah, Daniel and Job, and the very beſt of Men that ever were: 


But then let it be remembered, that it is not every Offence or Deviation from the 
divine Law, that breaks in upon this Reſolution, My Heart ſhall not reproach me. 


or that is inconſiſtent with that Character God himſelf gives Job, of a perfect and 


an upright Man. I here are Infirmities and Surpriſes to which we ſhall always 
be liable, ſo long as we carry theſe Bodies of Fleſh and Blood about with us ;. 


but then io far as they are unavoidable, they are not fo properly Matter of Re- 


proach, unleſs {or the Vileneſs of our Deſcent from an apoſtate Parent, as they 


are the Misfortunes and Unhappineſs of our preſent Condition: Nay further, it 
is not very leſs heinous, tho? not altogether involuntary, and unavoidable De- 


viation from the divine Law, that ſuch Reſolution can be ſuppoſed: to hold to; 


but only, as was ſaid before, that we will not knowingly and wilfully, in any In- 
ſtance, deſert our Duty,, or allaw ourſelves in any ſinful Courſe : And thus far every 


good 


i 
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good Man reſolves, and is careful to keep free from the Reproaches of his « own 


Breaſt ; which while he does, tho' conſcious of many leſſer Failings, but daily 
ſtriving againſt, and lamenting even theſe, he may yet be ſaid (as we find He- 


2ek&iah appealing to God himſelf, that he had done) to walk before God with a 
perfect Heart. But I muſt obſerve on the other Hand, it is not every Man 
whoſe Heart does not actually reproach and condemn him, that can therefore be 
concluded to have kept his Integrity, or not to have let go his Righteouſneſs; for tho? 
it be ſcarce poſſible in any flagrant Inſtance atleaſt to have done this without ſome 
ſevere Laſhes, yet many have fo long turned a deaf Ear to the Reproaches of that 
internal Monitor, that it ceaſes any Jonger to ſpeak to them, or they at leaſt to 
hear it : Their Heart or Conſcience is grown hard and callous, or, according to 
the Apoſtle's Metaphor, as it were ſeared with a hot Iron, and ſo inſenſible of 
any Impreſſion that might be made upon it, they have allowed themſelves in a 
vicious Courſe, till they think at laſt there is no Harm in it ; or they think not 
of any Thing of that Nature at all, and ſo fin on without Remorſe : He there- 
tore, and he only, that may be conſtrued to make good the Reſolution of the 
Text is the Man whoſe Heart or Conſcience does not, nor has any juſt Ground 


to reproach him, with any known wilful Neglect, or Violation of the Will and 


Commands of God: He who conſtantly exerciſes himſelf, as the great Apoſtle 
declares be did, to keep a Conſcience void of Offence both toward God and to- 
ward Man. 

And having thus fully ſhewn the Nature and Import of the good Man's Re- 
ſolution, I come now, in the 

Second Place, toſhew the Wiſdom and Happineſs of makingand keeping to ſuch 
a Reſolution. It is our Wiſdom becauſe it will be our Happineſs; according to 


that Remark of the wiſeſt of Men, If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf ; 
for it is the very Notion of Wiſdom to find out the propereſt Means and Me- 
thods to the beſt End, to conſult our true Intereſt, and bring us to the greateſt 
Happineſs ; and to purſue any Thing elſe to the Neglect of, or in Contradic- 


tion to this, can be no other than the groſſeſt, and moſt wretched Folly. 


Now, that to maintain our Integrity, or keep a Conſcience void of Offence, | 


does always beſt conſult our Happineſs, will abundantly 'appear to any, that 


gives himſelf Leave ever fo little to reflect upon the Nature of thoſe good Things, | 
it can at any Time oblige him to forego, or the Evils it may expoſe him to ſuf- 
fer; and upon the Cood or Evil that will ſurely and unavoidably attend the re- 


taining or foregoing of a good Conſcience. 


That it is beſt to maintain our Integrity, when worldly Intereſt and Can. | 


ſcience lead the ſame Way, there needs no Proof, ſince none are ſo profligate 
as to be wicked purely for Wickedneſs Sate; they would rat her always, if they 
could, as Tully obſerves, enjoy the Pleaſure or the Profit without the Sin; and 


that Honeſty does uſually at long run prove the beſt Policy, even with reſpect to 


temporal Intereſt and Advantage, is an Obſervation common to a Proverb; 


nor 


ISM 
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nor are there wanting Reaſons why in the Nature of Things it generally ſhould 
prove ſo, becauſe as wel! our Credit and Reputation among Men is thereby beſt 
ſecured; as well as the Bleſſing of Heaven more likely to be entailed upon our 
E ndeavours. | 1 | 

But waving theſe, which are indeed but accidental Advantages, tho' {ar from 
unlikely ones, of an honeſt Induſtry ; and putting the worſt of the Caſe; ſup- 
poſing a Man's Duty and Intereſt to claſh, and that by wounding his Conſcicnce 
he might have a Proſpect of raiſing himſelf to great Honour, or filling his 
Houſe with Silver and Gold; and by keeping cloſe to his Duty, he is nor on- 
ly obliged to forego all this, but even to ſuffer alſo further for Righteouſneſs Sake. 
— Suppoſe him now to chuſe the firſt of theſe, rather to forego his Duty than 
his Intereſt, not to ſuggeſt, that after all, he may be diſappointed of his Aim, 
that unſucceſsful Villany is no ſuch unheard-of Thing; but allowing him to 
ſucceed according to, or even beyond his utmoſt Wiſhes, what has he ar laſt 
gained? Why he has got Money, or he has got Honour, (the outward Enſigns 
of it, I mean, for real Contempt will be ſure to attend him,) but has he got 
Happineſs? Has he found Reſt to his Soul? ?- - 
Alas nothing leſs! for we need not the Authority of a Revelation from Hea- 
ven to prove, that a Man's Life, the Happineſs and Enjoyment of his Life 
that is, if not perhaps the Continuance of it too, conſiſts not in the Abundance 
of the Things which he poſſeſſeth; eſpecially if that Abundance be the Pur- 
chaſe of a proſtituted Conſcience : Far otherwiſe! The Happineſs of a Man as 


Man muſt conſiſt chiefly in the Quiet and Tranquillity of his own Mind; in 


comfortable Reflexions upon his paſt Actions, and well-grounded, pleaſing 
Proſpects for Futurity. Without Peace of Mind moſt ſure it is, that all the 
Wealth of the Indies, and all the Crowns and Scepters in the Univerſe, can never 
afford any ſolid Satisfaction: And no lefs ſure it is, even the Infidel himſelf, 
muſt be convinced, that ere is no Peace to the Wicked, but he is like the troubled 
Sea, perpetually rack d and diſquieted with guilty Reflections, and gloomy 
Fears: Or if by ſome brutal Gratifications, with which his ill-gotten Abundance 
of worldly Goods may ſupply him, he be able in great meaſure to ſtifle ſuch un- 
eaſy Thoughts at preſent 3 what yet will be his Happineſs, but that of the Beaſt 
which periſheth, and which mult in a little Time periſh with him ? 5 
Such is the Portion of the Hypocrite and the Sinner in his very beſt Eſtate; 
but ſhould the evil Days overtake him, ſhould 7be Iniquity of his Heels compaſs him 
about, ſhould he at any Time fall under any great Calamity ; ſhould Pain and 
Sickneſs ſpoil the Reliſh of his ſenſual Enjoy ments; ſhould Death itlelt ſeem to 
draw near ; and certain it is, that all his Wealth and Titles, all his craity Fetches, 


and baſe Compliances, will never long be able to ſkreen him from theſe latter; 


what then ſhall be his Comfort? How ſhall he then be able to ſupport himſelf 
under the Terrors of a troubled Mind? A wounded Spirit, a Conſcience once 
awakened to a Senſe of Guilt, ſays the Wiſe Man, «who can bear! Who can at 
preſent bear! To ſay nothing of the Gnawings of thar never-dying Worm 
that is to be the ſure Conſequence of theſe in another World. 5 

Behold then the Bargain thou haſt made, whoever thou art, that to get, or to 
ſecure an Eſtate or Dignity, haſt par:ed wih thy Innozence, and mad: Ship- 


wreck 
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wreck of a good Conſcience! Thou haſt got what cannot make thee happy 
while thou haſt it ; and what will make thee infinitely more miſerable, when thou 
comeſt to want it; and want it e'er long inevitably thou muſt: In a Word, thou 
haſt leſſened, at leaſt very much depraved, the Enjoyments of Life, and encreaſ- 
ed and aggravated all the Evils of it: Thou haſt made the moſt proſperous Con- 
dition ſcarce tolerable to thee, if thou carry about the Thought and Reaſon of a 
Man ; and a State of Adverſity, ſhouldſt thou ever fall into it, altogether inſup- 
portable: Lo! ſuch is every Man that ſtrengtheneth himſelf in his Wickedneſs. 

But Jet us now, on the other Hand, take a View of the good Man who ad- 
heres to his Duty, rather than his worldly Intereſt, who will (till retain his Inte- 
grity, tho? he ſuffer the Loſs of all Things elſe. I will not ſuggeſt, that poſ- 
fibly by this Means he may at long-run beſt conſult his temporal Intereſt too, 
tho? thus it often happens without a Miracle; but ſuppoſe him, for the Sake of a 
good Conſcience, actually in Job's Condition, ſtript of all he once had, and na- 
ked as he at firſt came into the World. | 

What has he yet loſt ? Why, what as we have ſeen would have been far 
from making him happy, had he kept it ; nay, what muſt have made him, 
ſuppoſing him eſpecially to retain any tolerable Senſe of Duty, in the very beſt 
| Circumſtances as to this World, extremely miſerable : What he could not poſ- 
ſibly have long kept, and what, while he yet n he might have been in- 
capable of enjoying. 

He has loſt his Honour and Eſtate, he is now poor and deſpiſed perhaps, the 
Scorn of Men, and the very Outcaſt of the People. But is he therefore miſe- 
rable ?. *Tis true theſe are Circumſtances of no ſmall Uneaſineſs to Fleſh and 
Blood; but has the good Man nothing in Exchange? Nothing to ſupport and 
S him? It is a Chance, if ſuffering Goodneſs, as bad as the World now, 
or at any Time goes, ſhould not meet with many Friends; this however has 
ſornewhat of Chance in it. 

But if he look within, and reflect at any Time upon the Cauſe of his preſent 
Nakedneſs and Suffering, what a never-failing Well-ſpring of Joy is there? 
How does it put Gladneſs in his Heart infinitely beyond the Increaſe or the En- 
Joyment of Corn and Wine? How does he more rejoice in having ſo loſt, than 
even before in the poſſeſſing of this World's Goods? A Joy, a Satisfaction this, 
which as they did not give, nor in the leaſt add to, fo neither can they take from, 
or diminiſh, but which increaſes rather with the Loſs of them; and a Joy which 
nothing elle, not all the Powers of Earth and Hell, can ever deprive him of. 

Into whatever Cicumſtances of Want and Pain he may be brought, he is ſtill 
ſure to be well pleaſed with Hhimſelf, nay, the greater are his Sufferings from 
without, the louder are the Applauſes within : The greater Evidences he gives of 
his Love and ſtedfaſt Adherence to God and Goodneſs, the greater are his Aſſu- 
rances of the divine Favour: The God whom he 8 he n is yet able to 
deliver him, to to ſupply his Wants, and remove his Sufferings: Nay, he knows 
further, that if he ſees it beſt for him, he will alſo ſurely deliver him, and bleſs 
his latter End, as to this World, even more than his Beginning. 


Or, 
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Or, if infinite Wiſdom ſhall ſee fit ſtill to prolong his Trials, and lengthen 
out his Sufferings, he (till reſts aſſured, that it ſhall one Day tend to the Increale 
of Glory, and endleſs Felicity; nay, that long it cannot be before he go to that 
Place, where the Weary be at Reſt, but whither, tho' not the Labours and the 
Sorrows, yet the Reward of his Works ſhall follow him; and if the King of 


Terrors himſelf approaches, gladly he runs forth to meet him, rejoycing with 
Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 


So that upon the Whole, the Man who abides by his Reſolution of retaining 
his Integrity, and acting always according to the Dictates of his Conſcience, let 


the worſt come to the worſt, does only then forego the good Things of this Life, 


when they would ceaſe to be gcod ; when inſtead of yielding him Comfort and 
Satisfaction, they would prove Matter of the greateſt Torment and Vexation : 

Himſelf when having nothing, is as ſtill poſſeſſing all Things; he only takes 
the moſt effectual Method of being ſecure againſt Misfortunes, by turning the 
greateſt Evils of Life, into the greateſt Bleſſings he is only careful at the Ex- 
pence of a trifling Intereſt, to make and keep thoſe his faſt F riends, who would 


_ Otherwiſe be his ſoreſt Enemies, God and his own Conſcience : In a Word, he 


only conſults his preſent Peace, and future Recompence; he is ſure not to be ver 


_ miſerable here, and to be ſuperlatively happy hereafter. With good Reaſon there- 


fore may every good Man ſay, God forbid that ever I ſhould juſtify or approve 
myſelf to che World, by being ſecretly convicted of Inſincerity before God; 
No! ill I die I will not remove my Integrity from me: My Righteouſneſs 1 old 
faſt, and will not let it go; my Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live. 


I ſhould now proceed to offer ſome Conſiderations for ſtirring us up to make, 


and keep o ſuch a Reſolution ; but theſe the Time will not ſuffer me to enlarge 


upon, and they may be eaſily ſupplied from what has been already ſaid. 
As, that we ſhould reflect often upon that little Time, we can at longeſt 
have to continue here: 


The Emptineſs and Uncertainty of all worldly En) Joyments, whilſt we are yet 
on this Side the Grave: 


The little Enjoyment eſpecially we can take i in the Spoils of our Innocence: 
Upon the Comforts of a good Conſcience, and the 'Torments of an evil one; 


tho? not ſo ſenſibly felt perhaps at preſent, yet at leaſt in Times of Calamity and 


Diſtreſs, under Pain and Sickneſs, and at the Hour of Death. 
Above all let us reflect upon the fooliſh Bargain we muſt make, could we 
purch iſe the whole Vorld at the Expence of our own Soul, i. e. of our [nte- 


grity: Upon that ineſtimaole Treaſure in Heaven, that faileth noc, and upon that 
inſufferable ging Morm in Hell that dieth not. 


And laſtly, let ns beg of God, whoſe Grace alone can be ſuſliciene- tor us, 
that he being our Kuler and Guide, we may fo paſs through Things temporal, 
that we finally loſe not the Things eternal. 
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